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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
j"j the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1£7 , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

pages 2-18 as originally filed 

pages , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

pages ~~ , filed with the demand 

pages 1 , filed with the letter of 20 October 2004 (20.10.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 1/8-8/8 , as originally filed 

p a g es ~ , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages y as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

filed with the letter of ____ 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
[ | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

[~ j furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. . 



1 | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed'* and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11, 14, 18 



12, 13, 15-17 



1-11 



12-18 



1-18 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: DE 195 25 523 A (TETRA LAVAL CONVENIENCE FOOD) 16 

January 1997 (1997-01-16) 
D2: US-A-3 726 389 (KLEIN T) 10 April 1973 (1973-04-10) 
D3: FR-A-2 484 381 (MULTIVAC HAGENMUELLER KG) 18 

December 1981 (1981-12-18) 
D4: DE 572 755 C (HORN UND KLAUENVERWERTUNG ALFR) 22 

March 1933 (1933-03-22) 
D5: DE 23 55 921 A (WALDNER KG H) 15 May 1975 (1975-05- 

15) 

D6: US-A-3 738 556 (GREBE L) 12 June 1973 (1973-06-12). 



1. Claims 1-11 



Document Dl is considered the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1. It discloses a 
tensioning part from which the subject matter of 
claim 1 differs by virtue of its characterizing 
features. The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore 
novel . 

The problem to be solved by the present invention is 
therefore understood to be that of providing a 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) — 
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tensioning part which is easier and cheaper to 
produce . 

For the following reasons the solution to this 
problem as proposed in claim 1 of the present 
invention involves an inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)): an arrangement wherein the spring cooperates 
with the second surface of the supporting tab and 
the foot is not suggested by the known prior art. 

Claims 2-10 are dependent on claim 1, and claim 11 
relates to a transport chain having a tensioning 
part according to claim 1. Claims 2-11 therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
i nvent i ve step. 

2. Claims 12-18 

Documents Dl and D2 both disclose opening and 
closing means which are suitable for a tensioning 
part according to the invention and have all the 
features of claims 12 and 15. Consequently, the 
subject matter of claims 12 and 15 is not novel. 

Dependent claims 13 , 14 and 16-18 contain no 
features which, when combined with the features of 
any claim to which they refer, meet the PCT 
requirements for novelty and inventive step (see 
documents Dl, D2 , D3 and D6, and the relevant 
passages cited in the international search report) . 
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